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INTRODUCTION

Purpose and Scope

This edition of the Voting Assistance Guide is
designed to help the following persons partici-
pate in U.S. primary and general elections dur-
ing 1982, even though they may not be able to
vote in person at the polls:

e Members of the U.S. Armed Forces, includ-
ing Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps,
and Coast Guard and the commissioned
corps of the Public Health Service and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration;

¢ Members of the U.S. Merchant Marine;

® Spouses and dependents of members of the
Armed Forces and Merchant Marine; and

e [.S. Citizens outside the United States.

Absentee voting information in this Guide is
current through October 1981. Procedures or
primary dates that change after publication wili
be updated through fact sheets distributed to
voting assistance personnel by all Federal gov-
ernment departments and agencies with voting
assistance programs. The same channels will be
used to disseminate information about special
and other elections.

Questions concerning any aspect of this Guide
or the Federal Voting Assistance Program can
be resolved by writing to: Director, Federal
Voting Assistance Program, Office of the Sec-
retary of Defense, Pentagon, Room 1B457,
Washington, D.C. 20301. Telephone inquiries
may be made by telephoning the FVAP at Area
Code (202) 694-4928/60. The Autovon prefix
is 224-4928,/4960.




CHAPTER THE FEDERAL VOTING

ONE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Based on 1955 and 1975 Acts

Background

The Federal government has assisted voters
to vote absentee since 1942, The current pro-
gram is based on the Federal Voting Assistance
Act of 1955 (FVAA) and the Overseas Citizens
Voting Rights Act of 19756 (OCVRA). On No-
vember 4, 1978, the President signed into law
an amendment to both these acts designed to
improve the administration and operation of
voting procedures for citizens covered by the
FVAA and the OCVRA.

These laws require that the States allow
certain specific groups of citizens to register
for and vote in Federal elections using absentee
procedures. These citizens include members of
the Armed Forces and the Merchant Marine,
their spouses and dependents, the commissioned
corps of the Public Health Service, the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and
other citizens outside of the United States In
addition to the Federal laws governing absentee
registration and voting, most States permit
these citizens to regigtor for and vote absentee
in State elections.

The Acts authorize the President to designate
someone to supervise the administration of
Federal voting assistance responsibilities. He
has designated the Secretary of Defense. In
turn, the Director of the Federal Voting Assist-
ance Program (FVAP) manages the voting
assistance program on the Secretary’s behalf.

Organization

Each Federal department and agency with
personnel covered by the Acts has a voting
assistance program that further implements
information provided by the FVAP. In this
light, the Department of State offers voting
services through its Embassies and Consulates
to U.S. citizens outside the United States. De-

partments and agencies appoint Voting Officers
or Counselors at all echelons tc administer their
programs and provide information and assist-
ance to voters.

Voting Assistance Officer/Counselor

Voting Assistance Officers or Counselors have
a4 most important role in ensuring that citizens
covered by the FVAA and the OCVRA are able
to exercise their Constitutional right to vote.
Many persons seeking your advice ma, never
have voted. You may set the tone for their
participation in this and future elections. Ques-
tions which you cannot answer should be
directed immediately to your next higher vot-
ing official to ensure that timely and meaningful
informati~n is provided to those who seek your
assistance. If you are unable to get immediate
assistance, you should contact the FVAP as
outlined in the introduction. You are urged to
use personal efforts as well as local media as-
sistance to encourage citizens to vote.

Operation

This Guide should be distributed to all voting
assistance personnel. It is the primary training
and reference document for information on
State absentee voting procedures. In addition,
voting assistance personnel should have an
ample supply of Federal Post Card Applications
(FPCAS), for use by voters.

The FVAP will issue from time to time, dur-
ing the course of the election year, Flact Sheets,
News Releases and Messages containing im-
portant upcoming election information or other
important aspects concerning the FVAP. Fact
Sheets and News Releases are distributed to the
Senior Service Voting Officer of each Service,
Senior Voting Representatives of each Federal
agency and to all outside government groups
that have indicated a desire to participate in
the FVAP and have ongoing voter outreach pro-
grams. Fact Sheets and News Releases are also
distributed to all government and non-govern-
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ment news outlets that inform members of the
worldwide military audience and overseas U.S.
citizens. Messages, on the other hand, contain
the same information as News Releases or Fact
Sheets but are distributed to Senior Service
Voting Officers for the specific purpose of being
retransmitted to all levels of command down to
the Voting Assistance Officer or Counselor at
unit level. Messages are also disseminated to
the State Department and other Federal
agencies,

Voting Assistance Officers at all levels must
insure that message center personnel at all
levels know where to send the voting messages
80 that they may receive the latest voting in-
formation. Other materials available for voting
assistance personnel are listed in Chapter 2 on
page 25, under Information Support Materials.

Elections and the Right To Vote

The people of the United States elect more
than 500,000 public officials. They serve at the
Federal, State, and local levels, and their deci-
sions directly influence the lives and well-being
of all citizens. All of these officials derive their
authority from the voters who elect them.

The conferring and divesting of decision mak-

ing authority-—the orderly transfer of power—
cannot take place without an electoral process.
In the United States, the electoral process is
administered by the States and their political
subdivisions (e.g., counties, towns, parishes,
cities, and villages.) * Only a few uniform stand-
ards imposed or recommended by the Federal
government limit these highly individualistic
jurisdictions in the issuance of their own local-
ized election laws and procedures. As a result,
the electoral process varies greatly among the
States and even within them. Literally thous-
ands of varied election systems operate today
in this country.

The immense diversity of the American
electoral process has one obvious drawback—it
breeds enormous complexity. This complexity,
of course, makes the job of the Voting Assist-
ance Officer or Counselor a demanding one.
Nevertheless, every eligible American citizen
has the right to vote. This fundamental right to
choose those who will make the decisions that
affect our lives does not diminish as the distance
from the voting booth increases. All voting as-
sistance personnel must make sure that all
those who are covered by the FVAA and the
OCVRA receive the best possible information
and assistance to exercise their rights.

* Approximately 6,400 jurisdictions are involved in the
administration of Federal elections.




CHAPTER | wstructions ror voring

ASSISTANCE OFFICERS

TWO | ano counseors

A Unit Voling Assistance Officer or Counselor is responsible for assisting the
absentee voter in conticting appropriate local election officials so that he or she
may obtain an absentee ballot and return it in time to be counted. Ay person
who appears to need assistance in reading or understanding English language ma-
terials relating to voting or voter registration should be given assistance in the ap-

propriate language.

How To Use This Guide

The Voting Assistaice Guide is your primary
source of information for carrying out your
duties as Voting Counsei.>. Before you attempt
to help anyone participate in elections it is very
important that you review this Guide thorough-
ly and become familiar with the chapters and
instructions,

The instructions are designed primarily for
use by military voting assistance personnel, but
are equally applicable to other Federal govern-
ment voting assistance programs, private cor-
porations and other groups with personnel or
members covered by the FVAA and the
OCVRA. U.S. citizens voting under the provi-
sions of the OCVRA should read the specific in-
formation prepared for them on page 10 in this
chapter.

This Guide addresses a wide variety of ab-
sentee voters for whom the Federal Voting
Assistance Program is responsible:

¢ Armed Forces members;

Complete information for assisting individ-
uals to register and vote absentee has been
organized alphabetically by State in Chapter 3.
Chapter 3 contains each State’s procedures to
register and to vote absentee.

The information in the Guide, together with
the voter’s name, local address, voting resi-
dence, and other pertinent data will permit you
and the voter to complete the FPCA properly.
See page 15 for detailed instructions. Remem-
ber, no matter how accurate the information
on the FPCA, if local election officials cannot
read it or if critical information is missing,
the voter will not receive a ballot.

Note: Certain States require that either the
FPCA, State registration form, ballot applica-
tion form, or ballot return envelope be witnessed
and or signed by a specified person in addition
to the voter. Each State page lists this require-
ment as appropriate. In most cases as a State
permits, you as a Voting Assistance Officer or
Counselor with the Armed Forces or State
Department, are authorized to administer and
witness the oath portion of the FFCA.

¢ Spouses of Armed Forces members;

® Dependents of Armed Forces members;

Merchant Marine members;

Spouses of Merchant Marine members;

Dependents of Merchant Marine members;

citizens outside the United

Other U.S.
States;

Voting Information Support Programs

This section is designed to assist the individ-
ual Voting Assistance Officer or Counselor orga-
nize an effective voting information program.
The techniques and recommendations presented
are principally directed toward the military
Voting Assistance Officer. However, this infor-
mation may also be applied by nonmilitary
organizations for discharging their own voting

programs.
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Scope of a Base/lInstallation Voting
Assistance Program

A Commanding Officer has the overall re-
sponsibility for the operation of a successful
voting assistance program within their com-
mand. Usually, the Commanding Officer will
appoint a staff officer to act in his behalf as
the command’s Voting Assistance Officer tasked
to actually organize and direct the entire com-
mand’s voting assistance program. Subse-
quently, the command’s Voting Assistance Of-
ficer will insure that each subordinate unit
and organization appoints, on orders, an officer
or non-commissioned officer to organize and
direct voting assistance activities within each
unit and organization. Note: If a non-commis-
sioned officer is appointed, he should also be
given specific authority, on orders, to nntarize
election materials such as Federal Post Card
Applications (FPCAs), etc. The command's
Judge Advocate General (JAG) officer should
advise the command as to the proper proce-
dures to follow to place a non-commissioned
officer on orders to notarize election materials.

The 1982 Voting Action Plan, the source docu-
ment for the operation of the 1982 Federal
Voting Assistance Program requires that com-
manding officers conduct orientation briefings
with unit Voting Assistance Officers or Counse-
lors prior to the start of primary elections.
These briefings, usually directed by the com-
mand’s Voting Assistance Officer are intended
to prepare unit Voting Assistance Ofticers for
their duties and to insure that voting assistance
materials are on hand prior to the commence-
ment of the 1982 command voting program.

In addition to these orientations, the Com-
manding Officer is required to plan and ensure
that briefings of military personnel, their
spouses and dependents and civilian employees
(in overseas locations) are scheduled at the
installation and/or unit level. The briefings
should inform all individuals covered by the
Acts of current registration and voting proce-
dures. Efforts should be made to motivate, but
not coerce, all eligible citizens to participate
in the election process.

These briefings should commence during the

election months for primaries and be repeated
during the September 1982 Military Voter
Week program. See Appendix E—Model Com-
mand Information Program.

The following officials have responsibility for
administering the voting assistance program:

* The Commander—The Commander must be
involved. He must emphasize the voting
program in staff meetings and other com-
mand meetings. He must communicate his
support of the program and encourage staff
participation and involvement throughout
his command.

e Unit Voting Assistance Officers/Counselors
—These voting representatives have an
opportunity to personalize a command’s
voting assistance efforts. Success of the
Federal Voting Assistance Program in any
election year may well depend upon the
availability and quality of service that
these representatives provide ‘heir per-
sonnel.

¢ Legal Assistance Officer—The legal assist-
ance officer ensures that legal personnel
have available the necessary material to in-
clude the Voting Assistance Guide and
FPCASs to assist personnel and resolve vot-
ing problems should they arise.

¢ Public Affairs / Information Officer—The
Public Affairs,Information Officer ensures
that voting information is included in base,
installation or unit publications such as
newspapers, newsletters, daily bulletins
and other printed media. This officer and
the Voting Assistance Officer should co-
ordinate the activities for Military Voter
Week.

¢ Inspector General (1G)—The IG can be of
significant assistance. As the “Eyes and
Ears” of the Commander, the IG has an
interest in any program that concerns itself
with the rights of personnel and depend-
ents.

¢ Chaplain—As a respected member and
leader in a military community the Chap-
lain can be of significant help in getting
information to members of the community.
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The Chaplain can use Voting as a theme
in sermons and can emphasize voting when
he speaks to groups.

¢ Publications Supply or Distribution Officer
—The Publications, Supply or Distribution
Officer ensures that copies of this Guide,
Federal Post Card Applications (FPCAs)
or any other voting program informational
materials are issued to installation and
tenant Unit Voting Officers and Counselors.
In addition tv normal distribution of infor-
mational material, the Office of the Secre-
tary of Defense may disseminate additional
voting materials throughout the election
year. Therefore, it is essential that distri-
bution officers notify voting officers imme-
diately upon receipt of these items.

e Officers-in-Charge of exchanges, commis-
saries, special services activities, medical
and dental facilities, education centers or
offices, etc., should be contacted to coordin-
ate display of voting information materials
and possible inclusion in Military Voter
Week activities.

¢ Communications and Message Centers—
These Centers should be alerted to expect
voting-oriented messages throughout the
election year, and to notify the installation
voting officer as soon as possible after their
receipt.

¢ Base or Installation Telephone Supervisor
—The Voting Assistance Officer should
ensure that the Base Voting Officer’s name,
location and phone number is known to
the operators so that calls or queries re-
ga. 'ing voting assistance may be referred
to him.

In addition to these cfficials, & resourceful
Voting Assistance Officer will make use of the
many organizations that perform local service
functions. Coordinate a voting program along
the theme of “Be Part of America’s Future,
Vote!” with:

¢ Wives Club—These organizations perform
many service programs for the community.

They are always responsive to worthy com-
munity projects.

* Boy/Girl Scouts, Ete.—Youth groups are
another source of organizations that per-
form numerous citizenship oriented service
projects. They would welcome participa-
tion in a voter information program. Con-
tact the installation officer who serves as
the local scout leader.

* Veteran’s Organizations—These organiza-
tions perform important community service
projects. Organizations such as the Vete-
rans of Foreign Wars and the American
Legion are also eager to participate in com-
munity projects. Contact the local leaders
of these organizations.

e Service Associations—Organizations and
Associations such as the Non-Commis-
sioned Officers Association, Air Force
Sergeants Association and Navy Associa-
tions are also interested in participating in
service oriented projects. Contact local
leaders and interest them in getting in-
volved.

Scope of a Unit Voting Assistance Program

The Unit Voting Assistance Officer or Counse-
lor has the important function of providing ac-
curate, non-partisan voting information and
assistance to the individual desiring to register
and vote.

The organization and effectiveness of a voting
assistance program may well determine whether
a person will actually vote or not vote. The Unit
Voting Officer should speak up for the program
and motivate individuals about the importance
of voting. This should be successfully accom-
plished without pressure by holding informa-
tion classes and informal discussions concern-
ing voting and the responsibilities of a con-
cerned citizenry.

When developing a local voting assistance
plan, consider the suggestions below. These
recommendations are a product of experience
gained and technicues used by voting personnel
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in carrying out their duties in past election
years.

e Communications. It is most helpful to have
readily available the names, locations and
telephone numbers of the Voting Officers
or Counselors at the next higher echelon
of a command or organization. It is also
suggested that the names, locations, and
phone numbers of legal assistance person-
nel supporting vour organization be main-
tained as part of a voting representative’s
reference material. The legal assistance
officer can provide information to answer
questions concerning legal problems related
to absentee voting.

e Federal Post Card Application (FPCA)
(SF Form 76) For Absentee Ballot. It is
essential that sufficient post card applica-
tions be on hand for use in each election
to be held during the yvear. These applica-
tions, popularly known as “FPCAs” or
“SF-76", must be made available well be-
fore the primary elections that are sched-
uled early in the election year. The FPCAs
are required to be IN THE HAND of per-
sons covered by the ACTS by:

¢ Not later than August 15 before the elec-
tion if they are OUTSIDE the territorial
limits of the United States; and

* Not later than September 15 before the
election if they are INSIDE the territorial
limits of the United States.

This IN HAND requirement is very impor-
tant to remember. Your responsibility is to en-
sure that all persons covered by the Acts are
personally handed an FPCA by the date indi-
cated above.

NOTE: A new revised FPCA, SF76, Rev.
1981, is available for use commencing with
elections to be held in 1981. Voting Assistance
Officers or Counselors may continue to issue
the previous edition of the FPCA, SF 76, Rev.
1979, until present stocks have been exhausted.
Both forms are identical in purpose. The Rev.
1981 FPCA provides an additional service to
the voter by including a return post card that
will be completed by local election officials ex-

plaining the voter’s status. See Figures 1-9 for
instructions on completing both FPCAs,

For planning purposes, consideration must be
given to providing eligible spouses and de-
pendents FPCAs and assistance in properly
completing them. Generally, communication
with spouses and dependents should be effected
through the member of the family who is in the
military or the Federal government.

According to State election officials, the chief
problem they have encountered with FPCAg is
that users fail to fill them out legibly and prop-
erly. As a result, qualified electors often do not
receive their absentee ballots. Problems can be
minimized if applicants fill out their FPCAs
completely and legibly, provide accurate ad-
dresses (legal residence in voting districts),
SIGN the cards, and have them witnessed and
sworn to (when required). See page 15 for de-
tails on completing FPCAs.

s Voting Information Materials—The De-
partment of Defense, in coordination with the
Military Departments, other Federal Agencies,
and election officials of the States, produces and
distributes a variety of voting information
materials. In addition to this Guide, other items
include posters, Armed Forces newspaper arti-
cles and features distributed for military
editors’ use by the American Forces Press
Service (AFPS), and voting fact sheets and
bulletins. Moreover, the American Forces Radio
and Television Service (AFRTS) stations over-
seas broadcast voting information to Armed
rorces members. All of these materials are de-
signed to give Voting Officers and Counselors
sufficient audiovisual support necessary to in-
form their personnel of absentee registration
and voting processes, and to call attention to
absentee registration and voting deadlines.

o Preparation—This Guide is designed as a
reference document for persons designated to
provide voting assistance to potential absentee
voters. Because there are variances in the vot-
ing rules, deadlines, and election dates among
the States, it is essential for Voting Officers
and Counselors to become familiar with this
Guide.

¢ Information or Training Programs—A
command’s or organization’s internal informa-
tion or training program is the most important
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communications vehicle used to convey voting
information and instruction on the proper
means to register and vote. Such a program
should be structured so that personnel are:

1. Made aware of the availability of personal
assistance in registering to vote and re-
questing absentee ballots;

2. Provided detailed information about the
use of the FPCA and instructions regard-
ing its proper completion;

3. Furnished information that will assist
spouses and dependents to register and
vote by absentee process.

Assistance Provided To All Citizens

All U.S. citizens overseas, regardless of their
status: military members, dependents, private
business persons, tourists, attached or unat-
tached to U.S. military/government agencies
may receive voting assistance at all military
installations overseas at the discretion of the
installation commander. All U.S. citizens may
also receive full voting assistance services at
all U.S. Embassy and Consulate offices overseas.
All U.S. citizens may use APO or FPO facilities
to mail FPCA and/or other voting materials
back to the United States.

The Abstentee Voting Process

The absentee voting process is designed to
permit citizens who will be away from their
local polling places on election day to vote
through the mail. The nature of this progess
makes it more complex and time consuming
than the process of direct voting at a designated
polling place.

In order to deal with the multitude of State
procedures, you must know the essential ele-
ments of the absentee process. Despite varia-
tions, there are basic elements of absentee
voting :

¢ Registration as a voter (if required);

¢ Request for an absentee ballot ; and

e Voting and returning the ballot to the election
district.

Registration and ballot request procedures
and time requirements are different for each
jurisdiction. For this reason, you must process
each voter individually. Further, do not assume
that the procedures used by one class of voters
will be applicable to similarly situated classes
of voters from another State.

Registration

Registration is a technical term used to iden-
tify the series of acts that result in enrollment
as an eligible voter. In the case of voters who
live in the communities where they vote—and
are therefore able to cast their ballots in person
—registration usually must be completed in per-
son by some specified time prior to election day.
However, in the case of persons who must vote
by absentee ballot, the registration requirement
or the time limit for completing registration is
sometimes waived. It is important to remember,
however, that this waiver is not always granted
and, if granted, is not necessarily granted to all
categories of voters in a particular State.

In another variation of the registration proc-
ess, either the absentee ballot request or the
absentee ballot itself serves to register the
voter. Although in both cases registration is
required for the ballot to be counted, additional
correspondence between the voter and election
officials should not be necessary. At first glance,
it may appear that no difference exists between
the various methods of obtaining registration
when a single FPCA may be used to register and
to request a ballot. But deadlines for this pro-
cedure often vary. In some cases it will be neces-
sary for the FPCA to reach election officials by
the date set for the close of registration, not by
the deadline for applying for a ballot. Chapter 3
contains State by State registration instruc-
tions.

Ballot Request

The proper method for completing the FPCA
to request a ballot is described starting on page
12,

SRS — "
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Ballot Completion

The act of voting should be treated as a pri-
vate and personal act. However, the Voting
Counselor may have a role to play in the proc-
ess. This will probably be to witness signatures
or administer or take a voter's oath and also
sign the FPCA or ballot return envelope.

Information For U.S. Citizens Voting Under
the OCVRA

The following special information is presented
for U.S. citizens voting under the OCVRA who
are overseas and not affiliated with the federal
government. This section has been prepared
by the two major political parties, Democratic
and Republican, who both operate overseas
political organizations. The material is pre-
sented to offer OCVRA voters additional infor-
mation to clarify their voting status and to
serve as a review of the voting rights act that
affects U.S. citizens residing abroad.

In November 1978, the President signed into
law PL 95-593 to improve the administration
and operation of the Federal Voting Assistance
Act (FVAA) of 1955, and the Overseas Citizens
Voting Rights Act (OCVRA) of 1975. The over-
all purpose of the new law was to simplify ab-
sentee voting procedures for military and U.S.
citizens overseas.

The following outlines the Acts for those who
desire to register and vote absentee (Note: the
complete Acts are at Appendix D) :

1. The Federal Voting Assistance Act of 1955
(FVAA) primarily applies to active duty uni-
formed service and Merchant Marine members,
their spouses and dependents, and to civilian
employees of the United States government
overseas and their spouses and dependents when
residing with or accompanying them. Members
of the Armed Forces and their spouses and de-
pendents may vote absentee while away from
their place of voting residence, wherever sta-
tioned, whether within or outside the United
States. The FVAA also applies to civilians serv-
ing outside the United States when accompany-
ing any branch of the Armed Forces such as
employees of the American Red Cross, their

spouses and dependents and to other citizens of
the United States temporarily residing outside
the territorial limits of the United States and
their spouses and dependents when residing
with or accompanying them,

2. The Overseas Citizens Voting Rights Act
of 1975 (OCVRA) applies to other U.S. citizens
residing outside the United States and its terri-
tories on other than a temporary basis. Gen-
erally, these citizens have no military or gov-
ernment affiliation and may be involved in a
myriad of activities such as private business,
extended foreign travel, educational pursuits,
or are retired and living abroad.

A key to applying to register, if necessary,
and to vote absentee is for each person to under-
stand their voting residence. The proper voting
residence is required to be placed on each FPCA,
Simply put, a voting residence is the legal resi-
dence, or domicile in which a voter could vote
if present. Military and Merchant Marine mem-
bers, their spouses and dependents, may regis-
ter to vote where they maintain their legal
residence. Civilian U.S, government employees
overseas, their spouses and dependents, will
generally register in the State in which they
resided prior to departing the United States.
Overseas citizens with no other legal residence
must, as provided by the OCVRA, vote in their
last State of residence immediately prior to
departing the U.S., even if many years have
elapsed and the voter maintains no abode in
the State and the intent to return to that State
may be vague,

Although the States have adopted the re-
quirements contained in the FVAA and the
OCVRA they have adopted them in differing
ways. Some States will send complete Federal
and State ballots to all absentee voters, no mat-
ter what ballot they request or what category
in which they fall. Other States, however, will
send complete Federal and State ballots to all
voters other than OCVRA voters; and only
Federal ballots to OCVRA voters.

The method followed is controlled by State
law and practice, not by Federal law nor neces-
sarily by the request of the voter.

Rules for registration and absentee ballot ap-
plication by overseas citizen voters, and all
other categories of voters, are listed State by
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State in Chapter 3. All U.S. citizens should
consult the (uide and seek the assistance of
voting assistance personnel located at all U.S,
Embassies, Consulates and U.S. military instal-
lations abroad. Additionally, all overseas U.S.
citizens may contact one of the offices of the
two major U.S. political parties that are or-
ganized overseas, at the addresses listed below.
U.S. citizens may also, at any time, contact the
I'VAP office directly for voting assistance at
the address indicated on the inside back cover
of this Guide.

The OCVRA provides that voting in Federal
elections by any citizen outside the United
States shall not affect the determination of his
place of residence for purposes of any tax im-
posed under Federal, State or local law. Liability
for State income tax, however, may be incurred
in a few states by voting absentee in State elec-
tions. For State laws regarding income earned
outside the United States see Appendix G.

As stated previously, the two major political
parties in the United States, the Democratic
and Republican parties are organized overseas
and have branches in many countries through-
out the world. In presidential election years,
these two organizations send delegates from
abroad to the national nominating conventions.”

If a party abroad chooses its delegates by its
own primary election, held internally within
its own organizations overseas, an overseas
voter may vote in that party primary instead of
voting in their State presidential primary elec-
tion. Persons must remember that they can only
vote in one presidential primary ; either the one
in their stateside voting residence or the one
held overseas by either the Democratic or Re-
publican party.

Voter registration for the overseas presi-
dential primary election is conducted separately
by each political party. Further information
concerning overseas political activities by either
the Democratic or Republican party can be re-
ceived by contacting the main offices at:

Democrats Abroad

1567 Route du Grand Lancy
1213 Onex, Geneva
Switzerland

Republicans Abroad
310 1st Street, S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20003
U.S.A.

All U.S. citizens abroad not voting in the
presidential primary held in any other State in
a given election year may vote in an overseas
primary held by either of the two parties.

Regional or country party committees are
responsible for registration. Voters not having
the local address of the nearest political party
should write to the main address noted above.
Their name and address will be forwarded to
the local party committee nearest to them. The
local committee will initiate correspondence
and registration forms with the interested
citizen.

Registration serves as a request for a ballot.
No further steps are required. Ballots will be
mailed together with appropriate information
and with an affidavit to be signed by the voters
testifying that they are U.S. citizens and they
are not voting in any other presidential primary
in that election year.

Overseas citizens should remember that the
Democratic and Republican parties hold only
presidential primary elections. Actual voting for
all other primaries and general elections are
conducted by each State. Actual application for
registration and ballot request to vote in all
other primaries and in the general election must
be made by each citizen to the voting official in
the voting residence as outlined in Chapter 3.

Supplies

Certain supplies will be needed to carry out
the responsibilities of Voting Counselor. These
supplies consist of FPCAs, posters, and addi-
tional copies of this Guide. They have been or-
dered on behalf of your respective Service and
are available through normal supply channels.

Local Election Officials

Contact election officials of the community or
communities in which your installation is
located and familiarize yourself with local, in-
person registration procedures. In this way you
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will be in a position to assist persons who can
vote locally as well as absentee.

Voter Qualifications

Local election officials, not the Voting Officer
or Counselor, determine voter eligibility. The
voter must have some connection with the poli-
tical jurisdiction in which he or she desires to
vote. It is for the officials in that jurisdiction
to determine the strength of that connection.
Because these officials act under wide discre-
tionary powers, standards cannot be specified.
A person may vote in only one jurisdiction.

Restrictions

particular qualifications before that person is
eligible to vote. Each State or locality has the
right to determine if these requirements have
been met. For absentee voters, this determina-
tion is made by the collection and verification of
personal information by one or more of the
following methods:

¢ Registration in person before the current ab-
sence of the voter;

® An absentee registration procedure;

* An absentee ballot application procedure; or

* Proxy verification (see appropriate State
page)

Limit voting motivation programs to making
persons aware that they should vote and that
voting is a civic respongsibility rather than a
legal obligation. It is your responsibility to in-
form the voter of the fact that he or she can
vote and of the procedures to follow in ordey to
vote. It is the voter’s responsibility to obtain
information about candidates and issues.

Some of the best sources for voters to obtain
such information are hometown newspapers,
magazines and newspapers with national circu-
lations, and information directly from the politi-
cal party and campaign committee offices sup-
porting a particular candidate or proposal.

Coercion and Undue Influence

Because the right to vote is so personal and
the rank structure of the military services so
strong, you must be careful to avoid coercion,
undue influence, or the appearance of either on
the voter. Such problems usually result from an
overzealous attempt to meet voting participa-
tion quotas or to comply with perceived ideas
of what is expected of you.

Federal law prohibits coercion or undue in-
fluence in the election process.

Questions To Ask Voters

Background

Every State requires that a person satisfy

Citizenship and Age

Two voter requirements are generally pre-
scribed in every State:

* A voter must be a citizen of the United States
on the date of the election in which he or she
wishes to vote and,

o A voter must be at least 18 years old on elec-
tion day in order to vote. Some States permit
17 year-olds to vote in primary elections if
they will be 18 by the date of the general
election.

If a person is not a citizen or not able to meet
the age requirement, he or she will not be able
to vote,

Voting Residence

A person who is of age will have to vote in a
particular State. For most voters, this require-
ment will present no problem. They will vote in
the State that they consider to be their perma-
nent, current or former home. However, it is
advisable in every case to make certain that the
State the voter believes to be his or her voting
residence is in fact the State to which applica-
tion for an absentee ballot is made.

The issue of voting residence is extremely
complex. Even in States where laws clearly de-
fine criteria for determining a person’s voting
residence, the final determination is generally

e e ettt e i
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left up to each local election official. Almost
6,400 jurisdictions in the United States ad-
minister Federal elections, and many more
have some authority over other elections.

If you are at all uncertain about a person’s
current or former State of voting residence, try
to determine what connections a person has or
had with the State or States in question. Then
have the person select one in which to apply
for a ballot.

Registration Status

The question of voting residence is often
linked to a determination of whether a person
is currently registered to vote. If voting resi-
dence is otherwise uncertain, then establish-
ing the fact of current registration in a particu-
lar State will tend to clarify the residence
dilemma. On the other hand, once voting resi-
dence is established, it may then be necessary
to determine if the voter is currently registered
to vote in that State.

In some States, depending upon the status of
the voter (e.g., member of Armed Forces, Fed-
eral employee), registration may not be neces-
sary in order to vote absentee. In that case, the
question of current registration is irrelevant
and voting assistance personnel should proceed
directly to Chapter 3.

Where there is any doubt about registration
status, the voter should be advised to apply
for registration (if required by the particular
State) if time permits. If it proves impossible
to register before the State deadline, the voter
should be advised to apply for an absentee
ballot. If the voter is in fact registered, the
absentee ballot should be received.

Additional registration requirements and in-
formation is presented in Chapter 3.

Specific Queries To Make

The questions below may aid voting assist-
ance personnel in advising votess where to
vote:

¢ Where is your home or home of record?
¢ What State are you from?

e Where did you live before coming here?

For a civilian not affiliated with the Federal
Government and outside the United States—
Where did you live immediately before leaving
the United States?

e Where does your family live?

* Where do your parents live?

¢ What State (if any) do you pay taxes to?

e Where do you own property ?

e Where do you engage in any businesses ?

e Where do you have bank accounts?

e Where is your motor vehicle(s) registered?

o What State has issued you a driver's license
or any other licenses?

® Where are you a member of any organiza-
tion(s) ?

¢ Where have you registered to vote?

* Where have you voted ?

The next set of questions is designed to aid
in the determination of current registration (if
necessary to vote absentee). A voter may recall
having registered and yet not be currently reg-
istered because his or her registration has been
canceled for one of the following reasons: not
voting for a period of time, having changed
residences (in the State) since the last registra-
tion or election, having changed his or her name
since the last registration or election, or having
changed political party preference since the last
registration.

¢ \re you registered to vote?

® Where and when did you register?

¢ Have you ever voted before?

Where and when have you voted (see Chap-
ter 3 for State provisions on cancellation of
registration for not voting).

Have you changed your address since you
last registered or voted?
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¢ Have you changed your name since you last
registered or voted?

¢ Have you changed your party affiliation since
you last registered?

Voting assistance personnel who have diffi-
culty advising voters of their proper voting
residence or registration status should consult
a legal officer or request aid from their depart-
ment or agency Voting Assistance Officer.

The Federal Post Card Application (FPCA)

Purpose

The FPCA is a postage free post card printed
and distributed by the Federal government for
use by absentee voters covered by the Federal
Voting Assistance Act of 1955 and the Over-
seas Citizens Voting Rights Act of 1955. Public
Law 95-593, enacted in November 1978, re-
quires the design of a single form of post card
application to serve all States as a simultaneous
registration form and as an application for
absentee ballot. See Figures 1 and 2. The ex-
tent and manner of its use, however, is con-
trolled by State law and sometimes by local
procedure. Because of varying State procedures,
you must consult the individual State registra-
tion and ballot request procedures in Chapter 3
to determine eligibility and use of the form for
a particular person and State,

State and Local Treatment of the FPCA

Election officials use the FPCA in one of the
following ways:

* As a form to register and to apply for an
absentee ballot simultaneously. This method
allows a person to use one FPCA to accomplish
two tasks: registration and obtaining an ab-
sentee ballot.

o As a form to request a State/local regis-
tration form and a ballot simultaneously, In
this case the election official mails both a regis-
tration form and a ballot back to the applicant.
Upon receipt by the election official of the com-

N ke

pleted registration form and ballot, the individ-
ual simultaneouly completes registration and
votes.

® As a registration form. .

e As a registration application form. In this
case, the FPCA is filed or the information ap-
pearing on the FPCA is transferred to a State
or local registration form or list. When the
FPCA is used as a registration form or as an
application for a registration form, registration
is completed upon receipt of the FPCA by the
election official.

* As a request for a State/local registration
form. In this case, the election official upon re-
ceipt of the FPCA, will mail a registration form
to the applicant. This registration form must
be completed and returned fo the election official
in order to complete the registration process.

e As an application for an absentee ballot.
Remember that the procedures authorized
under any one of these methods may vary
greatly depending upon the category of voter
and ‘or State. The proper procedures for each
State may be found in Chapter 3.

Remember also that the various uses of the
FPCA are not mvtually exclusive. Again, de-
pending upon the status of the prospective voter
and the State involved, one or more of these
methods may be required in order to obtain an
absentee ballot,

In some of the States, one FPCA will gain the
applicant both primary and general election
ballots for an entire calendar year. In these
States, it is not necessary to submit an FPCA
for each election during the year. If a State
permits this procedure you will find the policy
stated in Chapter 3.

New Revised FPCA, SF 76, Rev. 1981

A new revised version of the FPCA will make
its first appearance for use in applying for
registration and/or absentee ballots for al} elec-
tions in 1982. As stated proviously, both the
new FPCA form and the previous edition of the
FPCA, SF 76, Rev. 1979, are identical in pur-
pose and use. See Figures 1-9,

The main additional feature in the revised
FPCA is the small vertical post card which is
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part of the FPCA form. This return post card
should be addressed by the applicant so that
local election officials can use it to advise the
applicant of his/her status.

If a person submits a correct FPCA the local
election official will so notify this fact on the
return post card and offer information on what
ballot(s) will be sent and when the ballot(s)
will be mailed to the person. If the FPCA sub-
mitted is incorrect or lacking in any informa-
tion necessary to process the form, the local
election official will return the post card to the
person explaining what information is needed
to complete the registration and/or ballot re-
quest. It should be noted that most local elec-
tion officials receive thousands of requests for
absentee ballots; therefore it is essential that
the applicant self address the return post card.

The new Rev. 1981 FPCA offers to both the
local election official and the voter a method to
correspond with one another that will keep a
voter informed as to the status of his regis-
tration and/or ballot request. Review the fol-
lowing pages carefully to understand the in-
structions on completing both FPCA forms, the
SF 76, Rev. 1979 and SF 76, Rev. 1981.

How to Complete the FPCA

¢ Type or print in ink all entries before sign-
ing.

¢ An illegible, incomplete, or improperly com-
pleted FPCA may result in failure to process
registration and/or to receive a ballot.

¢ Whichever FPCA is used, either the Rev.
1979 or the Rev. 1981 FPCA, both applications
are completed in the same manner. Both FPCAs
must be completed according to individual State
requirements outlined in Chapter 3, signed,
and if required, witnessed/notarized or have an
authorized official sign the Oath.

Upon completing the applitation portion, per-
sons should turn the FPCA over and address
the FPCA to the local election official in their
voting residence indicated in each State in Chap-
ter 3, and place a return address in the upper
left hand corner. Review and understand Fig-
ures 1-9.

Persons using FPCA, SF 76, Rev. 1979 will
then separate the FPCA along the perforated

line (in the middle of the FPCA), review the
application to ensure all applicable blocks are
completed and that the FPCA is signed, and
drop the application (lower half of the FPCA)
into a U.S. mail receptacle. If an FPCA is mailed
from a foreign postal facility, adequate foreign
postage must be placed on the FPCA.

Persons using FPCA, SF 76, Rev. 1981 will
complete the FPCA form in the same manner
as described above. However, in addition to ad-
dressing the Rev. 1981 to the local election of-
ficial along with placing a return address in the
upper left hand corner, the person must self
address the small vertical return post card. Upon
completion, persons will FOLD THE ENTIRE
FORM IN HALF, moisten the top of the Rev.
1981 FPCA, and fold down the small flap to seal
the FPCA shut and mail the entire FPCA from
a U.S. mail receptacle. DO NOT USE STAPLES
TO SEAL THE FPCA. Since the Rev. 1981
FPCA has a small return post card attached,
use of staples could destroy that card should
it be ripped open, and render the postage free
symbol on the post card useless.

Specific Instructions

(Refer to each particular State in Chapter 8
for the items required to complete application.)
See Figures 1 and 2.

Fill in State, county, city, or township of
voting residence,

(1) Type or print full name.

(2) Enter complete residence address in the
community in which a person is applying to
vote. If a rural route number is used be sure
to include sufficient information to place that
person in the proper precinet.

(3) Enter place of birth and date of birth.

(4) Enter place of naturalization, naturaliza-
tion number and date of naturalization if ap-
plicable.

(5) Enter data as required by your State.

(6) Enter social security number and other
identification number. Passport or military 1.D.
or card of identity and registration issued by
the Secretary of State is preferred, however, an
alternative form of identification may be ac-
ceptable if a person does not possess a valid
passport or card of identity and registration.
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Indicate the type of identification used such as
birth or baptism certificate.

(7) Circle applicable election(s). Some States
require a separate FPCA for registration and
as a ballot request for each election. Some
States will send ballots for every election to be
held in an election year with just one FPCA.
Failure to mark the correct circle or circles in
this block may cause a voter not to receive any
ballot(s). Consult Chapter 8 for specific pro-
cedures,

(8) Enter name of political party whose pri-
mary ballot is being requested, if required. Some
States permit the voter to vote in the primary
of either party. Alaska, Guam, Hawaii, Idaho,
Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana,
North Dakota, Utah, Vermont, Washington,
and Wisconsin do not require disclosure of
party.

(9) Check appropriate box. In a few States
persons may be liable for State or local taxes if
they vote in State and local elections. Overseas
citizens who wish to vote in Federal elections
without becoming liable for State and local

taxes should request a Federal election ballot
and check boxes 9(b) and 10(g) on the FPCA.
Consult Appendix G for further information on
State tax liability. ]

(10) Place an X or checkmark in the box tha
describes your status. In most States, checking
any box 10 (a) through (f) will entitle you to
a full ballot. All citizens not employed by the
Federal government, who are overseas by virtue
of their employment and are requesting a full
ballot should check box 10(c). Other U.S. citi-
zen, 10(g) means all U.S. citizens not covered by
any other listed category who are outside the
United States in a private capacity and who are
requesting only a Federal ballot and whose in-
tent to return to the State of last residence may
be uncertain.

(11) Enter current complete mailing address
or other address to which the registration and/
or ballot should be sent. Be sure to include ZIP,
APO or FPO code. If a person will have a new
address by the time registration forms or a
ballot will be returned, then be sure the new
address is shown.
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FEDERAL POST CARD APPLICATION (FPCA) SF 76, Revised 1979
(May be used untll supply Is depleted)
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See Instructions on following pages concerning proper completion of both forms. |

FEDERAL POST CARD APPLICATION (FPCA) SF 76, Revised 1981 ;
(Current form to be used when FPCA Rev. 1979 forms are depleted)
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POST CARD REGISTRATION AND ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUEST

could result ia ertminal sanctions.

Netice: Know ingly prosenting feles lnjormatk

Act Siatoment:

Authority 42 USC 1973cc et seq {lormerly 30 USC & 1451 o1 seq ). 42 USC dd et seq . 92 STAT 2538 (1978), 10 USC 133, FO 10646 This form is designed 1o seive a3 an applic stton foi regmiration or
request loe abseniee ballor Disclosure of all intormation un this lorm is voluntary However, yuur lsilure 10 provide the neceseary Information may heep the pertinent State or other jurisdicthion bom pro

cessing this lorm and may possibly prevent you rom exercising your right 1o voie absenier

INSTRUCTIONS

A. TYPE or PRINT LEGIBLY alil entries before signing. The term APPROPRI-
ATE U.S. OFFICIAL as used herein refers to Unit Voting Officers or
Counsclors, Commanding Officers, U.S. Embassy or U.S. Consulate Officers
or any other official who has access 1o the VOTING ASSISTANCE GUIDE.

B. A detailed VOTING ASSISTANCE GUIDE s published each even bered
year. It contains voting Information for all States, U.S. territories and the
Diatrict of Columbia. The VOTING ASSISTANCE GUIDE s dmﬂbmod to all

Unit Voting Officers, Commanding Officers, U.S. Embassl

print a Federal Ballot, you may vote the full ballot without incurring a tax
lability.

H.In most States, checking any box 10{a) through () will entitle you to & full
ballot. Checking box 10(c) generally means that at some future time the voter
intends to reside again in the State where application is being made. Civilian
employees of the Federal government assigned (o an overseas area and
requesting a full ballot should check box 10{c).

and State Election Oficials. Coples of the VOTING ASSISTANCE GUIDE are
avalisble for purchase from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Govern.
ment Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402.

C. The information to be listed on this form will allow each State to accept it as
an application for registration or request for absentee ballot or both. If you
omit any items, be sure to consult with APPROPRIATE U.S. OFFICIALS
BEFORE mailing an incomplete application. An lncomplete application
may invalidate your requeet.

D. Passport or State Department or Military 1.D. Card number is preferred. An

1. Al cidd . not loyed by the Federal government, who sre overseas by
virtue of their employ t and are r ing a full ballot shnuld check box
Ole).

Ll

. Other U.S. citizen, 10(g),means ail civillans not covered by any other listed
category who are outside the U.S. in a private capacity and who are request-
ing only a Federal ballot and whose intent 10 return to the State of last
residence may be uncertain.

K. Some States offer special voter status to certain persons who are residing

within the U.S. such as Missionaries, clergymen, teachers. students: their

and d. d ; the il or physically disabled, il you are dabl

alternative form of identification may be acceptable if you do not
valid passport or card of identity and registration. Indicate the type of ldcnllﬂ
cation used such as a birth or baptism certificate.

E. Some States require a separate application for registration and for each elec-
tion. If you circle (all as Permitted) you will receive those ballots permitted by
State law. Consult the APPROPRIATE U.S. OFFICIAL for specific informa-
tion concerning your State. If you circle (Primary). (Special), or {(General) and
you are eligible to vote, you will receive a ballot only for the election circled.

F. Party choice is secret in Primary Elections in the following: Alaska, Guam,
Hawali, Idaho, Louisiana, Michigan. Minnesota, Montana, North Dakota,
Utah, Vermont, Washington, Wisconsin. You do not have to disclose your
political party preference for a Primary Election ballot in these jurisdictions.

G. Most States allow military personnel and U.S. citizens outside the United
States to vote absentee in State and local, as well as in Federal elections.
However, In a few States, you may be liable for State or local taxes if you vote
in State or local elections. The exercise of any right to register or vote In
Federal elections by any U.S. citizen outside the United States shall not afect
the determination of his place of residence or domicile for purposes of any tax
Imposed under Federal, State or local law. If you wish to avoid classifying
yourself as a State resident (or domiciliary) for tax purposes (through use of
this form), you should request only a Federal election ballot and check boxes 9
(b) and 10 (g) of form. Consult the APPROPRIATE U.S. OFFICIAL for specific
information concerning your State. If you request a Federal Ballot only and
receive a full ballot (Federal and State or local) because some States do not

unable to ugmcv or vote in person. Some States also offer special status 10
persons on extended travel or vacation in the U.S. or overseas. Consult the

gPPROPRlATE U.S. OFFICIAL for specific information concerning your
tate

L. If you have not voted before.enter “Not Applicable.” If you were registered in a
precinct other than the one you are now claiming, you should complete this
item. This will help transfer your registration records. If you do not remember
the information then indicate the approximate year and enter “unknown” in
the other spaces.

M.Many States require this affirmation. Some States allow a convicted felon to
vote. Certain misdemeanors in some States are disqualifying offenses. If you
have been convicted of a felony or other disqualifying offenses or been adjudi-
cated mentally incompetent, some States have provisions for a pardon in
order to reinstate voting rights. Consult the appropriate State Governor for
reinstatement of your voting rights. If you need to know which States require
this aMirmation, consult the APPROPRIATE U.S. OFFICIAL for further
information.

N. Not all States require completion of the Oath or Notary provision in item 16. If
completion of this item presents an undue hardship, consult the APPROPRI-
ATE U.S. OFFICIAL to determine i this is a requirement for your State.

O.Address the card to the proper county, city, townshlp or State oficial. Consult

with the APPROPRIATE U.S. OFFICIAL to determine the correct address for
your application.

Be sare to sign the application ot hem 15.

{Keep this portion of the card for yous records)
T (Mo thls portion of the card to proper addresees Y

Date H.ﬂo‘

POST CARD REGIS‘I‘IA‘I'ION AND ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUEST

lllegible or L

tion may delay or Invalidate your request

APPLICATION FOR STATE OF

COUNTY, CITY OR TOWNSHIP OF L]

9 Check one box . (See Instruction G}

1. Type or Print Full Name (Last. First, Middie)

0 (a) § vequest Fedeval, Stase and Loca) balion. it | am entitled
(b request oaly Federal election ballot i provided separately by State

10( ). my last residence

1 My hnmc nndnnu i» (or b' citizens chechl
from States) No. & St or RR

dy prior to my depar the

10 | am. (check applicable box — See Instruction H)
=0 (a) @ member of the armed lorces, uniformed services of merchant marine in active service
223 (b) a spouse or dependent of (a) above

[ ¢c) a U.S. citizen temporarily residing outside LI S
"1 (d} & spouse or dependent residing with (c) above

=3 (¢) U.S citisen overseas by virtue
T3 (N a spouse or dependent residing with (e) above

of employment (See Instruction [}

Chy. Town, or Village County or Parieh =7 (g) other U.S citizen residing outside U'S (See Instruction J)
=20 th) Special (See ) K)
Frecinct No_ (W known) ard tate Zip Code 11 Plesss mail my baliot 10 this address: (inchude zip code ¥ applicable snd ensure military or foreign address
s complet
3. | am & United Sistes Citzen, ehigible 10 vote in the above State
{a) Place of Birth {b) Date of Birth (Yr/Mo. Day)
l 12. The last time | voted was in
4 N Natwalised: . Year County, City or Township State
(a) Place {b) Naturalization No {c) Date {Y1/Mo/Day)
§. Voter Registration No l and Precinct No., ¥ known. (See Instruction L) l Ward No
L@sn (b) Height tc) Weight 13. | have not been convicted of » hlonhn other disqualifying oflenae or been adjudicated mentally
incompetent. (¥ 80, See Instruc
@) Color [(0) Race 1 Markal Biotus
Hak Eyes 14. Afrmation: | am not requesting @ balict rom ar voting in sny other U'S State. territory ot posses-
sian in the coming election(s) | swear or afirm, under penalty of perjury, that the above information i
true and complet:
=) v (b) Othes dentiication No. Waseport, :
{See Privacy Act Sistement) 1D Caed) (Ser Instruction D }
15. Gigmnature of person requesting ballol.
roquent T balk coming OATH IF REQUIRED BY STATE (See Insiruction N1
g '*dhdll. v Snd lovots inthe 16 Subscribed and sworn 1o before me on (Year/Month/Day)
Cuacle applicable ok (See | E)
{s) Primary (b) Special S of oficial adk oath
() General (d) Al as permitied

Typed or printed name of olicial administering osth

6. Feor primacy elecrion ballot, w'dnknlmypw!_:mtu ﬂlp.ﬂvchdﬂh
inat F).

secvet for primary in this State do not answer

Title or renk. and organizstion of administering oficlal

Figure 3. FPCA, SF 76, Rev. 1979 — Application Side
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POST CARD REGISTRATION AND ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUEST
e e N T S e B N e e T

As a U.S. citizen, it is your right to vote! This form simplifies the absentee voting pro-
cess. It hasbeen coordinated with each State and is designed to serve simultaneously as
a registration application and absentee ballot request.

Follow the instructions. Many States do not require all the items to be completed,
however, it is important that all required information be completed. If you have specif-
ic questions concerning your State, consult your Unit Voting Officer or Counselor,
Commanding Officer, U.S. Embassy or U.S. Consulate officer or any other official who
has access to the Voting Assistance Guide. The Guide has a listing by State of the cor-
rect procedures to follow when requesting a registration application and/or ballot. If
you do not have access to the Guide, you should complete all the items on this post
card.

Be sure to address the card to the proper county, city, township or State official.
Foreign airmail postage must be affixed if mailed in a foreign postal facili:: No postage
is required for this card if mailed in a U.S. postal facility, APO, FPO o: ".mbassy or
Consulate.

1.8 8.8 .8 ¢

You're a voter only if you vote! Be a voter!
B e ——

NSN 7540-00-834-5053 PREVIOUS EDITION NOT USABLE
Nome and compivts address
US. Postage Puid
42 USC 19734
PAR AVION

OFFICIAL ELECTION BALLOTING MATERIAL—VIA AIR MAIL
SEE S s a ae e e e

TO

Stendard Form 768
Revised 1979
tooued under 42 U.SC. 1973cc— 14
76-109

Figure 4. FPCA, SF 76, Rev. 1979 — Mailing Side l i




20 VOTING ASSISTANCE GUIDE

POST CARD REGISTRATION AND ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUEST

Notice: Knowingly pr ing laloe inf ton in thie application could resuit In criminal saactions.
(Fol‘ u‘ .do' 'o l“h‘)

Privacy Act Biatoment:
Authority 42 USC 197X c ef seq (lormerly 50 USC § 145) o1 0eq 1 42 USC dd et seq . 92 STAT
2538 (1978), 10 USCU 133, EO 10646 This form is designed to serve 88 an application lor
n.mnuon ot 1equest lur absentee ballot Disclosure of all information on this form is voluniary

Howsver, your (a 1nu 10 provide the necessary information may keep the pertinent State or other
Juriadiction from processing this form and may possibly prevent you from exercising youwr right to
vote absentes

INSTRUCTIONS

A. TYPE OR PRINT LEGIBLY. Type or print legitly all entries before signing.
The term APPROPRIATE U.S. OFFICIAL as used herein refers to Unit Voting

42 USC 197344

PAR AVION

Offcers or Counselors, Commanding Officers, U.S. Embassy or U.S. C. )
Officers or any other official who has access to the VOTING ASSISTANCE
GUIDE.

B. ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE. A detailed VOTING ASSISTANCE GUIDE s
published each even numbered year. It contains voting Information for all
States. U S territories and the District of Columbia. The VOTING
ASSISTANCE GUIDE is distributed to all Unit Voting Oficers, Commanding
Officers. U.S. Embassies and C | and State Election Oficlals. Coples of
the VOTING ASSISTANCE GUIDE asre avallable for purchase from the
Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Ofice, Washington,
D.C. 20402.

C. IDENTIFICATION. Passport or Stete Department or Military 1.D. Card
number Is preferred. An alternative form of identification may be acceptable H
you do not possess a valid passport or card of identity and registration. Indicate
the type of identification used such as a birth or baptism certificate.

D. APPLICATION. Some States require a separate application for registration
and for each election. If you circle (all as Permitted) you will receive those ballots
permitted by State law. Consult the APPROPRIATE U.S. OFFICIAL for specific
Information concerning your State. If you circle (Primary), (Special), or
(General) and you are eligible to vote, you will receive a ballot only for the elec-
tion circled.

E. PRIMARIES. Party choice is secret in Primary Elections in the following:
Alaska, Guam, Hawaii, ldaho, Loulsiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana,
North Dakota, Utah, Vermont, Washington, Wisconsin. You do not have to
dieciose your political party preference for a Primary Election ballot in these
juriedictions.

F. TYPE OF BALLOT. Most States allow military personnet and U.S. citizens
outside the United States to vote absentee In State and local, as well as in
Federal elections. However, in & few States, you may be liable for State or local
taxes if you vote in State or local elections. The exercise of any right to
register or vote in Federal elections by any U.S. citizen outside the United
States shall not affect the determination of his place of residence

(Fold Here) CONTINUED (OVER)
POST CARD REGISTRATION AND ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUEST Date

Notice: lllegible or i.complete information may delay or invalidate your request

APPLICATIONFORSTATEOF ______ = COUNTYOF ______~_ CITYORTOWNSHIPOF ___ = §
(Be sure to sign the Application at ltem 15 and place your return address oa the return post card above)
1. Type or Print Full Name (Last, First, Middle) 9 Check one box (See Instruction F)

(8) I request Federal, Siate and local ballot, if | am entitled
{b) | request only Fed election ballot If provided separately by State

10 1 am. (check applicable box ~ See Instruction G)
g m r“*a. MWU -l Mn.g?::.:.“m"rrl-‘z:_I.m l.m"” (a) & mﬂ:btv of the armed forces, untformed services or merchant marines in active
(Bes lastractien |): (b} & spouse ot dependent of (a) above
{c) aUS citlzen temporarily residing outside U.S
(d) a U)ouu or dependent residing with (c) above

e

TO

RETURN POST CARD

OFFICIAL ELECTION BALLOTING MATERIAL—VIA AIR MAIL

Eloction OMiciel Name & Compiste Address

B o {e) a US cltizen overseas by virtue of employment (See Instruction H)
City. Town, or Village County or Parish {N & spouse or dependent residing with {e) above
(g) othes U S cltizen residing outside U.S (See Instruction 1)
5 = - 3] Sp«ul 1 RS _(See Instruction &)
Precinct No. {if knowm) | Ward No Seate Zip Code 11 Please maill my bailot 10 this address (include zip codn I( applicable u»d ensure military
or loreign address is complete)
3. Lam o United States Citisen. ) i
(s) Place of Birth (b) Date of Birth (Yr/Mo/Day) S ———
- E— 12. The last time | voted was in: T
4. ¥ Naturalised: s. Year Address and County, City or Township State
(a) Place {d) Naturalization No {c} Date {Yr/Mo/Daey) B
b. Voter Registration No. and Precinct No., If known Ward No.
§ @} $m ) Helght {c) Weight 13, 1 have not been convicted of & felony or other Gequalifing ofiense or been sdjudicated
mentally incompetent {If so, See Instruction K)
—— e — 14. Afirmath | am not v g & ballot from or voting in any other U.S. State. terri-
(d) Color {e) Race (0 Marital Statos tory of possesaion or subdivision thereof in the coming election(s). [ swesr of allbem
Haie | Eyes under penalty of perjury, that the above ink s true and P
15, B of person ballot
6. (a) Social Security No. (b) Other Identibcation No. (Passport, >
(See Privecy Act Statement) 1.D. Card) (See Instruction C.) OATH IF REQQIRED BY STATEL_ Instruction L)
16. Subscribed and sworn to before me on (Year Month Day)
7. 1 roquant ] d) and ok baliot(s) o vete in the coming election(s). " Signature of ofcial admi 9 oath ' T
Circle applicable o (Sew b D)
(a) Primary {b) Special T Typed of printed nar { oficial administering oath
© o 1d) All a6 permitted by State law yped or printed name of official administering oath
8. For primary slection ballot, my political party preference le: (If party cholce s secret for "7 Title or rank, and organization of administering oficial
primary in this State do not snewer See instruction E).
The information contained herein s for official use anlv Any unsuthorized release of thie ink may be hable by law

Figure 5. FPCA, SF 76, Rev. 1981 — Application Side
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INSTRUCTIONS (CONTINUED)

or domicile for p of any tax imposed under Federal, State or local law. if

mnmmmu.amm(ummy)hm H
o This acknowledges receipt of your post card registration

purposes (through use of this form), you should request only a Federal election
ballot and check boxes 9(b) and 10(g) of form. Consult the APPROPRIATE U.S.
OFFICIAL for specific information conceming your State. Iif you request a Federal
Ballot only and receive a full ballot (Federal and State or local) because some
States do not print a Federal Ballot, you may vote the full ballot without incurring
& tax Hability.

. VOTER CATEGORY. . most States, checking any box 10(a) through (f) will en-

tite you to a full ballot. Checking box 10(c) g lly means that at some future
mmm-m»mwmmmmmumm
Civilian employees of the Federal go ed to an area »nd re-

questing a full ballot should check box 10(c).
. VOTER CATEGORY. All citizens, not employed by the Federal government,

who are overseas by virtue of their e and are g & full ballot :

should check box 10{e).

by any other listed category who are outside the U.S. in a private capacity and who

mmuwn&d-dulocmdmnmnmmlom-s«ncdh-
d may be

. VOTER CATEGORY. Sonn&a-oﬁwdmnmwcamp.m

status 1o p ded travel or vacath hanSuw-n-Cu-d
MAMATEUS OFFICIAL for special information concerning your
State.
. DISQUALIFYING OFFENSES. In some states, & criminal conviction for a
felony or certain misdemeagors, or an djuds of l iIn die-
qualifies a person from voting. Aumhmdmmh
available in some of these states. Consult the APPROPRIATE U.S. OFFICIAL
for further information concerning your state.
OATH. Not all States require completion of the Oath or Notary provision in item
16. ¥ completion of this item presents an undue hardship, consult the
APPROPRIATE U.S. OFFICIAL to determine f thin is a requirement for your
state.
. ADDRESS. Address the caid to the proper county, city, township or State of-
ficial. Consult with the APPROPRIATE U.S. OFFICIAL to determine the correct
ddress for your appl Place your return address on the return post card.

ELECTION OFFICIAL NOTE
This is & return postcard for your use. Please complete and return (o Applicant Please sign and
put your return address on the card prior 1o malling to the Applicant

and absentee ballot request.

[J You will be sent an absentee ballot for the
election(s).

[(J Your ballot will be mailed approximately

O Your application cannot be processed. Item(s)
must be completed.
Please resubmit a completely new application.

. VOTER CATEGORY. Other U.S. citizen, 10(g), means all civillans not covered O Your application is incomplete. Please provide the

following information to complete your application:

0  sher Comments:

0 NOTE: A separate application must be submitted
for each election.

Signature

Title
Date

Name and complete address

| “ II U.S. Postage Paid

42 USC 1973dd

PAR AVION

OFFICIAL ELECTION BALLOTING MATERIAL—VIA AIR MAIL

TO

Standard Form 76
Revised 1981

Issued under 42 US C 1973cc-14

76-109

Figure 6. FPCA, SF 76, Rev. 1981 — Mailing Side




22  VOTING ASSISTANCE GUIDE

Federal Post Card Application
SPFE 76 Revised 1979

Front

POST CARD REGISTRATION AND ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUAST
.}

Asal$ ciiisen, i is yors right tu votel This furm snpliies the shaentor vating pro
coua B has boem wunh sach State and o swrve -
# togiwativn applicetinn snd sheantes balle roquent

Foliwy the merwtions Mosy States o Aol require all the Nowme & be comploted.
however. § ¥ inpertent that all required indarmatinn by compistad I you have apectl

When the FPCA application and malling
sides have been completed and reviewed, the
FPCA should be folded here on the per-

e e s T e o TR forated line and detached. The bottom por-

Be sure 1o addram the card o i proper coumty. city. wamehip o Seotn olbcisl

tion should be malied. Voters may want to
pio.rieim) opn.rirpieob gl v qrasie ol oy i date the upper portion and retain the top por-
o canns tion as a record of maliling.
*

You're & voter only {f you vote! Be a voter!

e et
o
e
-

= maco return malling address here. This
should be where a voter wants returmn mall to
be sent. In most Instances this address

should be the same address as indicated in
Block 11, on the application (reverse) side.

To
" ) /iiress the FPCA 10 the correct local voting

official In each State as indicated in Chapter

r— i ) 3.

Malling the FPCA

Federal Post Card Application
SE 76 Revised 1981

Place retum malling e — Lo
::Mnu h:'r'oc.l Lloeal Cery
ection o als m-:;:_,mg—--_m;:--- ame
will, upon recelpt, == LT T
review the FPCA o o ot et 4 s s e
and Indicate the TSRS
: status of the 3 SopemaAL AETARCE 4 ke VTV M e
= request, detach the s
=5 T i . post card and mall DT T e s
EEmusomimas  ESSSITSRRSET | ibecklothe i =iy iy
et ———— = applicant. e S
e T L — = e S T T
o T s—g R Gy ey T
STooaEnis = —— By
Pt —— e See naxt page, SESmsSmEETT
HamiER I e | Sy Pygwre & for proper TSI SIS
= o o ren fokiing inetruotions. e e e s
— e - —— v o S . =_ o e oo e Gt of A gl of FEMm—
P CORTAD AV
e "II nn__-___—__:_-_mﬁiil:-v'
e — o COUNTY mumﬂu 1]
- ace retum malling pmemEemem— . JEEER
S SR L] hers. This T S s
e PAR AVIOMN address should be P o i LS 5 d 4
S the same as the I e,
S — address listed In b o)) = :
Block 11 on the . —— p
ication side and s - -
OFFICIAL ELECTION BALLOTING MATERIAL—VIA AIR MAIL gr el =l N PR SOS
on the small retum L e L
post card. T = T e
L —————— - - 4 W St o s, i
T T 4 Adiress the FPCA S i ==
EE— to the correct locat TEEEImR == ]
— —_— voting offlolal In = -
i AT s each Statc as =ESRILImT ST T
Indicated In Chapter
3. I
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FPCA, SF 76, Rev. 1981 — Folding and Mailing Instructions

_ Place return address here

e | . Complete and sign application

Then. ..
Turn the FPCA over, and,

Place return address here —

OFFICIAL ELECTION BALLOTING MATERIAL —¥IA A AR

Address FPCA to correct local election
official as indicated in each Statein —T——

Chapter 3.
Then...
Turn the FPCA over, again, and
Fold along perforated
line bottom to top in
half
----------------------- Then. . .moisten top flap
S and bend the flap over
—— - - and seal the FPCA shut.
VB WV ViA=LV mﬂmuml-u— ‘T‘m ""‘:‘ - 11
B [ e

Do not use staples. . .

Figure § then mail
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Mailing the FPCA

Mail the FPCA IN AMPLE TIME TO COM-
PLY WITH ANY STATE DEADLINE that
may apply (see Chapter 3). Even if there are
no applicable deadlines, be certain that enough
time is allowed to accomplish whatever addi-
tional actions are necessary in order to obtain,
mark, and return an absentee ballot in time for
it to be counted. See Figures 1-9.

The FPCA does not require any postage if it
is mailed in a U.S. postal facility—including a
military post office wherever located, Most Em-
bassies and Consulates have an APO or FPO
address. Persons at a location where the Em-
bassy or Consulate does not have an APO or
FPO address, may have their FPCA delayed
if it is sent by Diplomatic Pouch. In these
instances persons may want to consider placing
foreign postage at their expense and send the
FPCA by international mail. Foreign Service
Officers at these locations can provide the best
mailing advice.

What Happens Next?

When a Rev. 1981 FPCA reaches its proper
destination the applicant should receive back
the small return post card explaining the status
of the application. It is very important that
persons self address the return post card. Dur-
ing busy election seasons, local election clerks
are extremely busy and may not take the time
to search out a retyrn address and write it on
the return post card. Voters must assist election
officials by listing the return address to which
they want the small post card returned.

If a Rev. 1979 FPCA reaches its proper
destination PRIOR TO ANY APPLICABLE
DEADLINE(S), and it has been filled out cor-
rectly, the applicant may receive some type of
notification. This may be either a form to com-
plete and return, a notice of registration, an
absentee ballot or a combination depending on
the election procedures within the State.

If the applicant receives no communication
from the State within a reasonable time, he or
she should submit a second FPCA, In addition,

TP,

voters are encouraged, through voting assist-
ance personnel, to bring such problems to the
attention of department and agency Voting
Asgistance Officers, who will in turn ask the
FVAF to investigate the matter. Keep in mind
that in such & situation, time is of the essence.
If i'PCAs are not available or supplies run
out, voting assistance personnel should contact
their Command or Service Voting Officer.

The Problem of Ballot Delays

Voting assistance personnel should be aware
of the possibility that officials may not receive
absentee ballots until quite close to election day
or even later, regardless of the timeliness of
the application. The causes of ballot delays are
inherent in the electoral process and, under
present law, are generally beyond the control
of officials charged with administering absentee
voting. One of the major causes of delay in
preparing and mailing ballots is litigation by
candidates. Such litigation usually involves a
candidate’s suit to get on the ballot or to get
an opponent’s name off the ballot, or is done
because he or she objects to the format of the
ballot. During the 1980 election year, many
absentee voters suffered the consequences of
such ballot delays.

Often, the FVAP will be able to anticipate
which States and localities may not be able to
mail ballots in time to assure that they are
counted. As in 1980, this information will be
transmitted, as available, to voting assistance
personnel through department and agency
Voting Assistance Officers, who should take
steps to notify voters of the problem.

All voting assistance personnel are asked to
monitor absentee voting process mailing times
and to report the rcsults to department and
agency Voting Assistance Officers. It is advis-
able to maintain a record of FPCA mailing
dates for ballots and of the dates ballots are
received in return. This information is of vital
importance to the Federal Voting Assistance
Program and should be collected with care.
Appendix F contains a recommended form
(which may be reproduced locally) for this

purpose.
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Marking and Mailing the Ballot

The Act of Voting

Almost every State or local election district
includes instructions on marking the ballot
when mailing the ballot to voters. Frequently,
these instructions call for a procedure that
requires the presence or services of a Voting
Assistance Officer or other person.

Some States require that the ballot be marked
in the presence of a specified person. In that
case, that person should be careful not to com-
promise the voter’s right to mark the ballot
in secret.

¢ Where a Person Currently Lives. Voters
who live within the United States may be able
to register and vote where they live. This gen-
erally applies to eligible members of the Armed
Forces and their families, regardless of whether
they live on a military installation or off-post.
In short, any qualified person who can satisfy
a State’s legal residence requirement can regis-
ter and vote therein.

Approximately one-third of the States have
systems of mail registration. These States per-
mit applicants to register by mailing a State-
prescribed form to the appropriate election
officials in lieu of having to go to a courthouse,
city hall, or other registration place, often dur-
ing very restricted or inconvenient hours, to
register in person.

Some localities operate mobile registration
units as a convenience to voters. Others expand
registration opportunities through other meth-
ods. For additional information on registration
in a particular community, voters and voting
assistance personnel may contact State or local
election officials. Voting Assistance Officers at
the department or agency level are also able
to provide some expertise in these matters.

Again, it must be noted that registering and
voting in a particular State may have adverse
tax ramifications. For those who may be able
to choose whether to vote absentee in one State
or in person in another, differing tax conse-
quences may be a consideration in the final de-
termination. In addition to the tax consequences,
there are other legal effects of changing one’s

voting residence. Voters who have questions
about these issues should consult legal counsel.
See Appendix G for tax liabilities.

Reports

Voting Assistance Officers and Counselors
should report any irregularities that they per-
ceive in the absentee voting process to their
department or agency headquarters Voting As-
sistance Officer. These will be further reported
to the FVAP and investigated. Examples of
irregularities include any procedure that does
not conform to the ones cited in this Guide for
the particular jurisdiction and category of per-
son or any undue delay in the absentee voting
process.

Voting assistance personnel are strongly en-
couraged to make suggestions for improving the
Federal Voting Assistance Program and this
Guide. Suggestions may be made at any time
and should be forwarded to the FVAP through
department or agency Voting Assistance
Officers.

Information Support Materials

The following informational materials should
be available to voting assistance personnel to
support unit voting assistance programs:

“The 1982 Voting Assistance Guide”;

Federal Post Card Applications: Rev. 79,
Rev. 81;

Voting posters;

Voting fact sheets (issued from time to time
during 1982) ;

¢ Armed Forces Information Film 265, “Have
Your Say”; and

e Armed Forces Information Film 281, “What
CanIDo?”

Note: Voting Assistance Officers and Counse-
lors using the two DoD films, AFIF 265 and/or
AFIF 281, will notice that the FPCA used as
an example in the films is an outdated FPCA.
All viewers must be made aware of this fact.
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Display of the two FPCA forms, SF 76, Rev.
1979 and Rev. 1981 presently being used should
be made when these films are shown. Aside from
this fact all information presented in the films
is correct and serves as useful audio-visual
support to explain the absentee voting process
to military personnel and their families.

Program Monitoring

The FVAP conducts periodic random surveys
of voting assistance personnel. The surveys are
designed to ascertain the status of the Voting
Assistance Program and the availability and
use of information support materials at any
given time during the election year. Voting as-
sistance personnel are encouraged to discuss all
aspects of the program with the FVAP staff,

Often, an affidavit or certification form is
enclosed with the ballot or appears on one of
the envelopes in which the ballot is to be re-
turned for counting. This may require the sig-
nature or other action of the person other than
the voter who is specified by State law. The
procedure to be followed will generally be anal-
ogous to that required by some States for the
FPCA.

Ballot Return Deadlines

The instructions enclosed with the ballot will
usually indicate the date and time by which it
must be received by the proper State or local
election official in order to be counted. (Also
check each State in Chapter 3).

It is always advisable to impress upon voters
the importance of marking and returning bal-
lots immediately upon obtaining them. This is
the only way to maximize the probability that
they will be counted. In fact, in some States,
the statutory deadline gives a false——and dan-
gerous—impression. The law may state that
ballots must be received by a specified election
agency or official by this statutory deadline.
However, the addressee to whom the voter is
told to return his or her ballot is not the official
or agency specified in connection with the dead-
line, but someone else whose name or title and
address generally appear on the ballot return

envelope. For an absentee ballot to be counted,
this official must then deliver the ballot to the
official or agency specified in the law by the
statutory deadline. In other words, whether or
not the ballot is counted may well depend on
the ability or diligence of the addressee on the
ballot return envelope in delivering it to some-
one else by an announced deadline, This is not
always guaranteed.

The best way for a voter to prevent disen-
franchisement due to BALLOT TRANSMIS-
SION delays is to apply early and vote early.

Other Ways To Obtain a Ballot and Vote

Using an FPCA or other application form
to obtain an absentee ballot may not be the only
method of voting available., The existence of
alternative procedures depends upon three
major factors: who the voter is, where the voter
is located, and the law of the State of voting
residence.

Proxy Procedures

Several States authorize individuals other
than the prospective voter to act on his or her
behalf to register the voter or to request an
absentee ballot on behalf of the voter. In these
States, the persons so authorized, the proce-
dures they must follow, and the impact of their
acts on behalf of the voter vary greatly. The
advantage of employing the proxy alternative
also varies among the States. For some voters,
a proxy may accelerate the absentee process.
In that case, voters who can use it should be
encouraged to do so.

Each State page in Chapter 3 details State
proxy procedures available to certain voters.

NOTE: In no case may a person cast a ballot
on behalf of another person.

Assistance to the Il or Infirmed

You may have occasion to assist persons who
are unable to go to the polls on an election day
due to illness, injury, physical disability, or




other incapacitating reasons. Most States allow
these persons to vote absentee. However, elec-
tion authorities often need proof of their situa-
tion in the form of a certificate or letter from
an sttending physician or other medical care
provider. Some States have a prescribed form;
others merely require a bona fide note from the
doctor. In these instances, if time permits, it
would be in the voter’'s best interest to write to
the appropriate election official to determine
specifically what documentation is necessary to
ensure the receipt of an absentee ballot.

Voting in Person at the Polls

e As an Alternative to Absentee Voting. Any
voter who anticipates being at or near his or
her place of voting residence on election day
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should be advised to consider voting at the
designated polling place. This is a virtually cer-
tain way for the vote to be counted. Informa-
tion on where to vote can be obtained by
contacting local election officials.

Voting in person does not necessarily pre-
clude registering (if that is required) by ab-
sentee process. Further, in a substantial number
of States, applying for an absentee ballot will
not automatically rule out voting at the polls.
In fact, a few States even permit someone who
has already marked and returned an absentee
ballot to vote in person (in which event the
absentee ballot would not be counted). Note:
This does not mean that a person may vote
twice in any election.

Any questions about this should be addressed
to local election officials or your department or
agency Voting Assistance Officer.
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Alabama before departing the United Stales and
are now overseas,

C. Registration Procedures

Persons listed in paragraph B, above, may
register absentee by mailing a completed FPCA
to the Board of Registrars, county of voting
residence. If registering under the OCVRA pro-
visions, persons should send the completed
FPCA to the Board of Registrars of the county
in which they resided immediately prior to their
departure from the United States.

D. Bars to Registration and Voting

Persons convicted of a crime involving moral
turpitude or persons who are declared mentally
incompetent by court order are prohibited from
registering and voting in Alabama. However,
persons having a disqualifying conviction on
their record can apply to have their right to vote
restored. A request must be submitted to the
Alabama State Board of Pardons and Paroles,
Montgomery, AL, 36102, requesting to have
citizenship restored along with the right to
vote. Pardons for any disqualifying convictions
must be granted prior to being allowed to regis-
ter and vote. An individual seeking restoration
of citizenship and voting rights should consult
with a legal officer or civilian counsel for assist-
ance in preparing the request for pardon.

E. Cancellation of Registration

A person holding an Alabama Registration
Certificate remains on the county registration
rolls as a qualified elector unless such person
failed to vote in at least 1 election during the
past 4 year period.

F. Application for Registration and Ballot by Proxy
Alabama does not allow registration or re-
quest for ballot by pr&xy.
G. Appeal Rights and Process Upon Receiving
Denial of Application for Registration

If a person’s application for registration by
FPCA or State Application is denied, an appeal
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for review of the denial may be made to the
Clerk of the Circuit Court of the appropriate
county. The appeal must be filed within 30 days
of the denial.

H. State Action on Registration Requests

When the County Board of Registrars re-
ceives an FPCA, they will review it and, if ap-
proved, register that person and forward a
registration certificate.

Il Applying For An Absentee Ballot

A. Persons listed in Section I, paragraph B,
who have not already registered may simultane-
ously apply for both registration and an ab-
sentee ballot by mailing 1 completed FPCA
to their Board of Registrars, county of voting
residence.

B. In addition to persons in Section I, para-
graph B, the following registered persons may
apply for an absentee ballot by mailing a com-
pleted FPCA to the Absentee Election Manager,
county of registration:

1. Members of the United States Military
Reserves, including the Alabama National
Guard, on Active Duty Training, who will be
away from their county of residence on the
day of any election.

2. Persons unable to attend the polls be-
cause of any physical illness or infirmity
whether they are within or out of the county
on the day of the election.

8. Current residents of Alabama who will
be outside Alabama or away from their county
of residence on an election day.

C. Once registered, all persons should send
their FPCA for an absentee ballot to the Ab-
sentee Election Manager in the county of their
registration.

D. A separate FPCA must be submitted for
each election in which an absentee ballot is re-
quested.

E. All persons applying for an absentee bal-
lot should submit their FPCA no earlier than 60
days and no later than 5 days before an election.
Be sure to consider the normal mailing time re-
membering that the closer to the date of an elec-
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tion a ballot request is submitted, the less time
will be available to receive and return the ab-
sentee ballot by the deadline.

F. The Clerk should normally be able to for-
ward an absentee ballot no later than 21 days
before the primary and general elections.

G. Voted absentee ballots must be received by
the Absentee Election Manager, county of regis-
tration, no later than the close of polls on elec-
tion day for the ballot to be counted.

{il Oath

Alabama requires that an FPCA used for
registration and/or ballot request purposes by
any person be completed pursuant to oath. The
absentee ballot return envelope must also be
executed pursuant to oath.

IV Federal Post Card Application (FPCA)
A. Alabama requires completion of all FPCA

items in order to use the FPCA as a request for
registration and/or absentee baliot.

B. FPCA Item 2: Must indicate the complete
address (including number and street) at which
the person lived in the county in which they
wish to vote.

C. FPCA Item 7: Must indicate the particu-
lar election for which a ballot is being requested.
Circling 7(d) “All as permitted” may result
in a person not receiving a ballot for any elec-
tion. A separate FPCA must be submitted for
each election in which a absentee ballot is re-
quested.

D. FPCA Item 8: Political party preference
must be indicated on the FPCA request- for a
primary election ballot.

E. FPCA Item 16 (Oath) : Must, in all cases,
be witnessed by and sworn before a notary, au-

thorized U.S. Commissioned Officer, or other
official authorized to administer oaths.
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Alaska

| Absentee Registration

Absentee registration is conducted by the
Lieutenant Governor in Alaska. Persons cur-
rently registered need not register again unless
they have failed to vote at least once during the
last 2 years.

The term PERSON (S) as used herein means
a resident of Alaska or an Overseas Elector.

The term OVERSEAS ELECTOR(S) as used
herein means a citizen of the United States who
is outside the United States and who has at-
tained or will attain the age of 18 by the date of
election and who does not qualify as a resident
of the State of Alaska but who was last domi-
ciled in Alaska immediately prior to departure
from the United States and is not registered
to vote and is not voting in any other state, ter-
ritory, or possession of the United States.

A. Where to Apply

Mail the completed Federal Post Card Appli-
cation (FPCA) to the Director of Elections,
Pouch AF, Juneau, Alaska, 99811.

B. Who May Register Absentee

1. Qualified persons who will be unavoidably
absent from their voting precinct on election
day, whether within the state or not may apply
by mail for registration to vote in Federal, State
and local elections.

2. Overseas Electors not covered by the above
category may apply by mail for registration and
an absentee ballot to vote in elections under the
provisions of the Overseas Citizens Voting
Rights Act (OCVRA) if they last resided in
Alaska immediately before leaving the United
States and are now overseas.

C. Registration Procedures

Persons listed in paragraphs Bl and B2 above
may apply for registration by submitting a com-
pleted Federal Post Card Application (FPCA)
to the Director of Elections in Juneau. A state
registration form will be forwarded. The state
registration form must be completed and re-
turned postmarked not later than 30 days before
the election in which a person wants to vote.

D. Bars to Registration and Voting

Persons convicted of a felony or a crime in-
volving moral turpitude and persons who have
been judicially determined to be of unsound
mind may not vote in Alaska. A person seeking
restoration of citizenship and voting rights
should contact a legal officer or civilian counsel
for assistance,

E. Cancellation of Registration

A person’s registration will be cancelled for
failure to vote once during the preceding 2 con-
secutive years.

F. Application for Registration and Ballot by Proxy

Alaska does not allow registration by proxy.
However, a qualified voter may apply for an
absentee ballot by a personal representative not
earlier than 20 days before nor later than the
date of the election.

G. Appeal Rights and Process Upon Receiving
Denial of Application for Registration

If a person’s application for registration is
denied an appeal for review of the denial may
be made. Such a person should consult with a
legal officer or civilian counsel for assistance.

H. State Action on Registration Requests

The voter will be advised when registration
has been completed.

Il Applying For An Absentee Ballot

A. Persons listed in Section I, paragraphs Bl
and B2 may, after they have registered, apply
for an absentee ballot by submitting another
completed FPCA to the Director of Elections
in Juneau. Persons currently registered need
only to send one completed FPCA to the Direc-
tor of Elections to request an absentee ballot.

B. An FPCA requesting an absentee ballot
must reach the Lieutenant Governor not earlier
than 6 months nor less than 7 davs before the
election in which an absentee ballot is sought.
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C. Once registered, all persons may use a
single FPCA to request an absentee ballot for
both the primary and the general election.

D. Ballots will be mailed as soon as they have
been printed and are available—at least 15 days
before the election.

E. The voted ballot should be mailed to the
election officials in the envelope provided.

F. The postmark on the envelope returning
the ballot must be not later than the date of the
election. Ballots will be counted provided they
are received by election officials not later than
4 p.m. on the 16th day following the election.

i Oath

Alaska does not require that FPCAs used for
registration or ballot request purposes be com-
pleted pursuant to oath. However, both the state

- Caoey
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registration form and the absentee ballot return
envelope must be executed pursuant to oath.

IV Federal Post Card Application (FPCA)

A. Alaska requires completion of FPCA
Items 1,2, 3,7, 10, 11, 12 and 15 in order to use
the FPCA as a reqeust for registration and/or
absentee ballot.

B. FPCA Item 2: Must indicate the complete
address (including number and street) at which
the person lived in the community of voting
residence.

C. FPCA Item 7: Should indicate the particu-
lar election/elections for which absentee ballots
are requested. One (1) FPCA may be submitted
to request an absentee ballot for both the pri-
mary and the general election by checking
FPCA Items 7(a) and (c).




Arizona

| Absentee Registration

Voter registration is conducted by the County
Recorder at each County Seat. Registration is
permanent, but a person’s name will be removed
from the registration rolls for not voting in the
preceding general election, A general election
takes place in November of each even-numbered
year.

The term PERSON (S) as used herein means
an Arizona resident.

The term OVERSEAS CITIZEN(S) as used
herein means a citizen of the United States who
is living outside of the United States and who
has or will have attained the age of 18 by the
date of an election and who may not now qualify
as a resident of the State of Arizona but who
was last domiciled in Arizona immediately prior
to departure from the United States and who is
not registered to vote and is not voting in any
other state, territory or possession of the United
States.

A. Where to Apply

Application for registration should be sub-
mitted to the County Recorder at the County
Saat of the county of voting residence as listed
below :

County County Seat Zip Code
Apache Saint Johns 856936
Cochise Bisbee 856603
Coconino Flagstafl 86001
Gila Globe 85601
Graham Safford 85546
Greenlee Clifton 85533
Maricopa Phoenix 86008
Mohave Kingman 86401
Navajo Holbrook 86025
Pima Tucson 85701
Pinal Florence 85232
Santa Cruz Nogales 86621
Yavapai Preacott 86301
Yuma Yuma 85364

B. Who May Register Absentee

1. The following persons must register in
order to vote and may register absentee:

a. persons in the United States service and
the spouse and any dependent of such person
-if otherwise qualified to vote and actually re-
siding with the person, and,

b. persons temporarily absent from the
state.

2. Overseas Citizens are not required to
register in order to vote in Arizona.

C. Registration Procedures

1. Absentee registration procedures vary for
different categories of Arizona residents. In
order to register absentee, all persons who are
required to register, (those listed in paragraph
B1 above) must use the state registration form
called the ‘“Affidavit of Registration.”

2. A member of the United States service and
the spouse and any dependent of such person, if
otherwise qualified to vote and actually residing
with the person, may use a single Federal Post
Card Application (FPCA) to request the “Affi-
davit of Registration” and an absentee ballot.

3. All other persons absent from the state
may make a written request for an “Affidavit
of Registration” form,

4, The “Affidavit of Registration” must be
gigned and sworn to before an officer authorized
to administer oaths and returned to the County
Recorder within the following deadlines: not
less than 5 days before the election for people
in the United States service and the spouse and
any dependent of such person if otherwise quali-
fied to vote and actually residing with the per-
son; and not less than 50 days before the elec-
tion for all other persons who must register
prior to voting.

5. In the event the “Affidavit of Registration”
is sent with an absentee ballot, the affidavit
must be returned before the deadlines set forth
in paragraph C4 above,

6. NOTE: In Arizona volers must also com-
plete the state ‘“Application for Absentee Bal-
lot” form, discussed later under Section II, para-
graph C. It is important to note that a member
of the United States service and their spouse
and dependents may receive this “Application
for Absentee Ballot” along with an “Affidavit
for Registration” form and may also receive an
absentee ballot at the same time, If this occurs,
persons in this category must complete all
forms and return the forms before the deadlines
set forth in paragraph C4 above.
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D. Bars to Registration and Voting

1. Persons convicted of treason, a felony (un-
less restored to civil rights), under guardian-
ship, mentally incompetent, or insane may not
register or vote in Arizona.

2. An individual seeking restoration of civil
rights and voting rights should contact the local
legal officer or civilian counsel for assistance.

E. Cancellation of Registration

A person’s registration will be cancelled for
failure to vote in the preceding general election.
The person will be sent a notice of cancellation
by February 1 of the year following the general
election. The notice will indicate cancellation
and the voter file information on the elector
stating that if the information is correct and
the notice is returned by the elector not later
than April 1, the registration record of the
elector will be restored.

F. Application for Registration by Proxy

Arizona does not allow registration by proxy.

G. Appeal of Denial of Registration

There is no formal appeal from a denial of
registration. If a denial is received, the person
should seek the assistance of the local legal offi-
cer or civilian counsel.

H. State Action on Registration Requests

The County Recorder will notify the person
by postcard that his name appears in the general
register.

Il Applying For An Absentee Ballot

A. The following persons may vote absentee:

1. Those who expect to be absent from their
precinct on the day of election, including mem-
bers of the United States service and their
spouse and dependents who are otherwise quali-
fied to vote and reside with such service mem-
ber.

2. Overseas Citizens.

B. Requests for absentee ballots should be
sent to the County Recorder, county of voting
residence.

C. Therc are two forms which may be used
to request an absentee ballot, (1) the FPCA, or
\2) the state form called the “Application for
Absentee Ballot.” The category which the voter
is in determines which form should be used.

D. The FPCA may be used by persons in
the United States service and their spouses and
dependents who are otherwise qualified to vote
and when actually residing with them and by
Overseas Citizens, They will be sent the *‘Appli-
cation for Absentee Ballot” along with the bal-
lot. Arizona election procedures require that
this form must be completed and returned with
the ballot.

. All other persons must make a written re-
«,..st for an absentee ballot to the County Re-
corder. An “Application for Absentee Ballot”
form and the absentee ballot will be sent to the
person either both at the same time or-—depend-
ing upon the time available and local county
practice—the “Application for Absentee Bal-
lot” will be sent before the absentee ballot is
mailed. The ‘“Application for Absentee Ballot”
should be completed and returned as soon as
it is received.

F. Arizona election officials will accept re-
quests for absentee ballots up to 90 days before
an election and not later than the Friday pre-
ceding the election.

G. Absentee ballots will be mailed as soon as
printed and available; approximately 30 days
before the election.

H. Voted ballots must be received by election
officials not later than 7 p.m. on election day.

il Oath

A. The State “Affidavit of Registration,” the
“Application for Absentee Ballot,” and the ab-
sentee ballot return envelope must Le signed
and sworn to by the voter.

B. The FPCA used to request an absentee
ballot does not have to be sworn to.

IV Federal Post Card Application (FPCA)

A. Arizona requires that a person complete
all FPCA items except 4, 6a, 12 and 16 when
using the FPCA to request a registration form;
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and all items except 4, 6a, 12, and 16 when using
the FPCA to request an absentee ballot.

B. A separate request for absentee ballot is
required for each election.

C. A single FPCA may be used by members
of the United States service, spouse and depend-
ents residing with them as a simultaneous re-
quest for the “Affidavit of Registration,” “Ap-
plication for an Absentee Ballot,” and for an
absentee ballot or one election.

D. Overseas citizens may use an FPCA as a
simultaneous request for an “Application for an
Absentee Ballot” and an absentee ballot.

E. FPCA Item 2. Must be the complete ad-
dress where the person lived in the community
in Arizona in which the person desires to vote.

Voters are cautioned their state of birth is not
their state of voting residence if they are now
residents of another state.

F. FPCA Item 7: Must indical: the particu-
lar election for which an absentee ballot is being
requested. Circling 7(d) “All as permitted” may
result in a person not receiving a ballot for any
election.

G. FPCA Item 8: Must be completed if a
primary election ballot is being requested. Fail-
ure to state a political party will result in a
person not receiving a primary election ballot.

H. The “Affidavit of Registration,” which is
the state registration form, and the FPCA when
used to request an absentee ballot must be sworn
to before an officer authorized to administer
oaths.



Arkansas

| Absentee Registration

Voter registration is conducted by the County
Clerk. Persons currently registered need not
register again.

The term PERSON(S) as used herein means
a resident of Arkansas or an Overseas Elector.

The term OVERSEAS ELECTOR(S) as used
herein means a citizen of the United States who
is outside the United States and who has at-
tained or will attain the age of 18 by the date
of the election and who does not qualify as a
resident of the State of Arkansas but who was
last domiciled in Arkansas immediately prior
t~ departure from the United States and is not
registered to vote and is not voting in any other
state, territory, or possession of the United
States.

A. Where to Apply

Application should be made to the County
Clerk, county of voting residence at the county
seat as listed below:

County County Seat Zip Code
Arkansas Dewitt 72042
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